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“� is book is truly one-of-a-kind — as is Art Bochner.  Part social scientist, part philoso-

pher, and part ‘true novelist,’ he is, most importantly, all human, and this book testi� es 

wonderfully well to the depth and integrity of his vision.” 

—Mark Freeman, College of the Holy Cross

“� is is a must read for all aspiring scholars in the social sciences, and indeed a touching 

and thought provoking book for those who have lived through the turbulent intellectual 

times of recent decades. In this thoughtful, eloquent, and lively account of his professional 

and personal life over these decades, Bochner takes us on an openly revealing journey.” 

— Ken Gergen, Author of Relational Being: Beyond Self and Community

“When one of the founding masters of autoethnography writes his own memoir, you can 

justi� ably expect something so compelling that the novel you are reading might pale by 

comparison.” —David Epston, Codirector, Family � erapy Centre, Auckland, NZ

“� is is a brave book. C. Wright Mills would put it on his reading list if h
e were here, for 

Art Bochner’s ability to connect the personal with the social/cultural/political is astounding.”

—Laurel Richardson, Emerita, � e Ohio State University

“� e book is a knock-out, a powerful, at times shattering painful narrative. 

Carefully cra� ed, its words are chiseled in my brain, It maps a journey many before have 

taken, but few have had the courage to tell. � e best part of reading it is not wanting to 

stop. � ere is no in-between here, you’re either in all the way, or there is no beginning. But 

if you are an honest academic, or an honest soul, there is no turning back.”  

—Norman K. Denzin, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Arthur P. Bochner is Distinguished University Professor of communication and 

codirector of the Institute for Interpretive Human Studies at the University of South 

Florida. He is coauthor of Understanding Family Communication, coeditor 

of two in� uential edited volumes on interpretive ethnography—Composing Ethnog-

raphy and Ethnographically Speaking—and coedits the Writing Lives book series. He 

has authored over 100 refereed articles and book chapters on personal relationships, 

personal narrative, and philosophy of communication. Bochner served as president of 

the National Communication Association in 2008 and has won numerous awards for 

his teaching and research.
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The rise of autoethnography, or self-
reflective writing, can be traced from its 
modest beginning as a form of indigenous 
ethnography through its response to the crisis 
of representation in the human sciences. 
it is a mode of resistance to conventional 
ethnographic writing practices and silent 
authorship, and a narrative identity adopted 
by scholars around the world. evocative 
autoethnography represents a genus for many 
types of first-person, vulnerable writing that 
call attention to subjectivity, emotionality, 
contingency, and a desire to bring readers into 
“feeling” contact and identification with the 
suffering of others. As an idea and an ideal, 
autoethnographic storytelling can be seen 
as an effort to devise an intermediate space 
between passion and intellect, subjectivity and 
analysis, ethnography and memoir, life and art.


