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My name is Olivia Dolch, I am a Senior at Bowling Green State University majoring in Interpersonal Communications with a minor in Psychology.  This portfolio is a collection of my various works, composed in the class English 207: Exploring Multiple Literacies.  The class centers around technology and literacy, and how technology is changing the way we communicate.  I analyzed, produced and explored multiple literacies I use, and how technology is redefining my literacy.  In this class I explored various ways to use and analyze literacy, including, making a PSA, analyzing a PSA, creating a poster that displays my literacies, writing about the development of my literacies, creating a resume and cover letter, and exploring the use of visual CV’s and blogging.  

My portfolio showcases the PSA my group created and an introduction, my visual narrative and an introduction, my literacy narrative and an introduction, also a revised copy of my literacy narrative and a reflection on my revisions, my rhetorical analysis of a PSA and an introduction, a revised copy of my rhetorical analysis, also, a video of the PSA I chose to analyze.  Then my resume and cover letter along with and introduction, a reflection on the project, and the job posting.   Lastly, is my visual CV of my resume along with an introduction to the assignment and a reflection.  The goal of my portfolio is to display my skills as a writer and for me to reflect and evaluate how my writing has evolved.  It is a place where I can revisit my writings, reconsider the choices I made and reflect on the progress I have made. 

My portfolio demonstrates my learning throughout the semester through the breadth and depth of my projects, the revisions, and the reflections.  The visual narrative was the first project we did that opened my eyes to the range of literacies I use day to day, that goes beyond just reading and writing.  The next project was my literacy narrative, which was about a specific event that influenced my literacy development.  As you can see in my revision, I use more detail and specific examples of who influenced my literacy development and how.  The next project was creating a PSA, while this is not a filmmaking class it allowed us to explore the use of literacy in new environments with new constraints.  We explored the powerful use of ethos, pathos and logos and the great importance of analyzing the audience.  
The next project was the rhetorical analysis of a PSA.  This was probably my favorite project, because it allowed me to think critically and evaluate a piece of work.  Critical thinking is an important and vital tool to have as a writer, and this project definitely allowed me to use that skill and improve upon it.  With this skill I am better able to understand how to approach my own writing.  As you can see in my un-revised paper, I had the basis of the project correct but lacked organization, consistency and detail.  In my revised paper, I organized my ideas better and included more description and examples to make my overall arrangement stronger.
My understanding of literacy has significantly changed over the semester.  I now understand the depth of what literacy includes and the importance of it.  I engage in hundreds of acts of literacy in a day, from reading the news paper, e-mailing, Facebook, texting, cooking, driving, at my job, in class, in my spare time, etc.  Among being one of the most important abilities of a human being, literacy is also the most rewarding thing to be able to read, write and communicate. We view those who are unable to communicate as incompetent in our society and merely inhuman.  Just as slaves were deprived the right to learn how to read, it made so they were not able to thrive in our society.  Literacy is also changing with the new era of technology.  In my rhetorical analysis I explore “textual harassment,” which is a growing problem with the popularity of cell phones and text messaging.  Also, the use of instant messaging, chat rooms, Facebook and Twitter, are all new forms of literacy.  For my final project, I use my professional literacies from my resume and create a visual CV, which is like a virtual resume on the internet.  I invite you to please view my portfolio and examine my writings and displays of literacies. 
