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History

The Music Library and Sound Recordings Archives (ML/SRA) consists of two separate, yet symbiotic, functional areas that have been combined administratively and physically.  

Music Library

-Incorporated into the University Libraries in 1979

-The Music Library’s primary mission is to support the curriculum of the College of Musical Arts (CMA), with secondary emphasis on the music needs of other campus units.  

-as such, we support bachelors and masters degrees in composition, history, theory, ethnomusicology, music education, and all western instruments, and a doctorate of musical arts in 20th-century music

Sound Recordings Archives

-The Sound Recordings Archives, established in 1967 to respond to the recorded sound needs of departments other than the School of Music,

-provides support for a variety of departments, most specifically Popular Culture and American Culture Studies

-has grown to become the largest known archive of popular music in an academic institution.  

-Relying heavily on donations, the SRA collections consist of almost 1 million sound recordings in nearly all known formats and supporting print and ephemeral materials. 

General Collections

-ML collections include scores, books, periodicals, sound recordings (CD and LP primarily), and video recordings (DVD and VHS); most of these materials circulate to our patrons

-SRA collections are focused on sound recordings (CD, LP, 78, and 45 primarily, although most formats are collected at least at a minimal level to help illustrate the history of recording) but also include video recordings, books, periodicals, and fanzines; these materials are limited to in-house use

A reference collection supports research for both areas and is used only in the ML/SRA

Special Collections

-ML houses:

· archives of CMA recordings from 1966 on

· Archives of the MidAmerican Center for  Contemporary Music – contains music both submitted to and performed at the CMA’s New Music and Art Festival; many unique works not in other collections

-SRA has many areas of emphasis, including Ohio-based artists and popular music of the 1980s; 

-particular special collections include:

· Bob Dylan bootleg cassettes, 

· 45 record sleeves, 

· clipping files that provide biographical information on popular artists, 

· Wild Bill Davison recordings (with photos and other memorabilia in the Center for Archival Collections

· and, most recently, a collection of Beatles memorabilia and  posters (which have motivated our “facelift” 

Activities

-ML/SRA staff activities include: 

· providing reference assistance; 

· cataloging and other technical processing; 

· acquisitions; 

· gift receipt and processing; 

· operating the listening facility, including circulation of audio materials, music course reserves, and closed-stack print materials; 

· bindery preparation and in-house binding; 

· and stacks maintenance

-The ML/SRA staff members have academic backgrounds and expertise in a variety of musical styles.  This experience is invaluable both for public and technical service activities.  

The MLSRA has several needs:  

1) we need a stable environment for our materials; 

2) we need additional space to accommodate the materials and to house them appropriately; 

3) we need staff and processing space that allows for sensible workflows;

4)while we have recently received display space in the CMA, we need additional, secure areas to display materials from the collections; 

