MUCT 6020

Fall 2009

Assignment Overview

You are required to complete weekly assignments, a brief biography, and an annotated bibliography. All work is due at the beginning of class on the dates indicated. Late assignments will not be given full credit. Do not assume that extensions or incompletes will be granted: if you anticipate not being able to meet course requirements and deadlines, please communicate this to me early in the semester.

All major assignments should be typed.

You are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty as outlined in the Code of Academic Conduct found in the BGSU Student Handbook (see: http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/studentdiscipline/page13640.html). Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in no credit for the assignment/activity and/or referral to the appropriate academic authorities.

Please submit completed assignments in the Blackboard Dropbox (see my.bgsu.edu) before class starts on the day it is due. Save your attachments as Word (.doc, NOT .docx) or Rich Text Format (rtf). All assignments must be submitted no later than 6:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on the date they are due. Only partial credit will be given for late assignments.

Brief Biography

Write a ½ - 1 page biography that you would feel comfortable using in program notes.  This should be written in the 3rd person (that is, “John Smith began his musical studies at the age of 7,” NOT, “I began my musical studies at the age of 7.”) Consider when you began music lessons, high school activities and honors, where you completed your undergraduate education, your career and educational goals, and so forth. Model your introduction after biographical entries that you have read in program notes or heard as introductions for speakers at conferences.   This assignment will be evaluated for writing style, so do not be informal.  

Annotated Bibliography

Your annotated bibliography will include two components:

· a 3-5 paragraph overview of the topic 

· a bibliography with at least 20-25 sources with annotations.

Select a topic that interests you, preferably one on which you would like to do further research after this class.  Consider subjects already addressed by an existing body of research that you would enjoy investigating further; as you progress in your academic career, original research will be essential, but because this assignment is based on existing sources, it will be much simpler if you choose an area that has already been explored somewhat.  Please come talk to me if you have difficulty in deciding upon a topic.  Do not choose a topic on which a book-length bibliography already exists.

A one-paragraph proposal of your topic will be due on September 21.   This does not need to be elaborate, just a description of what topic you would like to address for this project, but it should be written formally and in the 3rd person.

As you begin your full-length topic overview, please consider the following:

· Your topic overview should be 3 - 5 paragraphs  in length, and should consist of a summary of your topic that clarifies what ties the sources in your bibliography together.  After reading your overview, I should be able to understand clearly what the sources in your bibliography have in common and how they work together to support a specific topic. 

· I expect you to use proper grammar.  There will be lectures on common issues related to academic writing, and you should implement the ideas from these lectures into your writing.

· Do not write your paper in the first person.  This is not a personal account of your research journey but rather an overview of the topic to familiarize your reader with the general issues associated with it.  Your writing should not be informal and should reflect an academic approach.

· In the body of your text, always include a citation (footnotes, not parenthetical references or end notes) for direct quotations and ideas that are not your own.  As a rule of thumb, if you find a fact stated in at least three sources, it can be considered “common knowledge,” and it is not necessary to create a reference for it.

For the bibliography, keep the following in mind:

· When gathering sources for your bibliography, imagine that you are creating a path for another researcher to follow later.  What sources are absolutely vital to cover the topic?  What sources are tangential and easily overlooked, but helpful for some small aspect of your topic?  Are there books or articles that seem to have an obvious relation to your topic, but that are unhelpful because the author is biased or the research is shoddy?

· This is not just a “Works Cited” list – that is, a list of the sources from which you quoted in your topic overview – but rather a comprehensive list of sources that have a specific relevance to your topic.  You are not expected to have referred to each of them specifically in your topic overview.

· Reference works such as encyclopedias and dictionaries should not be included, with the exception of the New Grove Dictionary (Grove Music Online) because it is of greater depth than most encyclopedias.

· See chapter 17 in The Chicago Manual of Style for examples of bibliographic citations for a number of different types of sources.  For in-text references, use the Footnote format (marked “N” in the examples); in your bibliography, use the Bibliographic format (marked, “B” in the examples). 

· The sources in your bibliography should be listed alphabetically by the author’s last name, unless there is a specific reason why it would be helpful to the reader for the sources to be grouped by format.  For example, if your topic is the stylistic differences between Stokowski and Toscanini, you would include books, articles, dissertations, and recordings, but it would be helpful to separate the recordings from the other sources in your bibliography because the researcher would use these differently than he or she would the other sources (i.e., careful listening as opposed to visual skimming).

· Annotations should be a paragraph of at least two to three sentences written in the 3rd person. Do not use incomplete sentences, even if you find examples of incomplete sentences in annotations in other annotated bibliographies.  Assess the source for its relevance to your topic.  Consider the authority of the author, what topics are included, and how thoroughly your topic is addressed in the resource.  While it is occasionally helpful to note some of the sections that are included in the source, do not simply copy out the table of contents to indicate what the source is about.  

· Under no conditions should an annotation be copied from information you find about the source.  Publisher’s data, abstracts, and other summaries are intended to help a researcher choose a source, but it is incumbent upon you to write your own assessment of each source for this assignment.  Copying of such information from other sources constitutes plagiarism and will result in a failing grade on this assignment.

· Consult each source directly; do not depend upon abstracts or other references to help you decide how useful a source is for your topic.  If you encounter a source that you absolutely cannot get your hands on but that seems deeply relevant to your topic, include it in your bibliography with an acknowledgement that your annotation is derived from secondary sources.  You should not have more than one source in your bibliography that falls into this category.

· Vary the text of your annotations as if you’re writing a brief paper on each source.  Do not begin each annotation with, “This book,” or “This article.”  

· It is not necessary to say, “This book is useful for this research….”  If you are including the source in your bibliography, it should be useful for your research, and it is unnecessary to state the fact.

· When I grade your draft, I will correct some things and include suggestions for improvement.  Do not assume that I will proofread your paper for you; this is intended as an opportunity for you to see what you need to improve and to practice making such changes.

· Plan to include at least 20-25 sources in your bibliography along with a paragraph describing each source.  Your list of sources must include books, journal articles, and internet resources; you may also include scores and sound recordings, if appropriate. 
· Your bibliography will be graded for quality of resources chosen, and proper formatting, and your annotations will be graded for grammar, style, and the quality of your assessment.  All will be graded for accuracy.  Here is a basic checklist to guide you in attending to some of the details above:

Topic Overview

· Clearly defined topic

· Academic writing style (3rd person, no contractions or other informalities, etc.)

· Correct grammar and usage

Bibliographic Citations

· Order of elements

· Punctuation and capitalization

· Careful and relevant selection of the best resources for the topic at hand

Annotations

· Free of incomplete sentences

· Clear assessment of the source with a strong argument for how it relates to the topic

· Inventive and engaging sentence construction (e.g., no “This book,” “This article,” etc. constructions)

For professional examples, see the bio-bibliographies located in the Music Reference section under ML 134 where you will find book-length annotated bibliographies.

The draft of this project will be due several weeks before the final version is due and should be close to complete at this time.  

Exam

There is only one test, the final exam.  This test is cumulative and will test your ability to format citations, assess information, and choose relevant sources.  There will be no study guide, so take careful notes throughout the semester.  The exam will be given during our regular class time on December 14.

Grades 

Grades will be earned on a scale of 90-100%=A; 80-89%=B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; below 60%=F. 

The following components will contribute to the final grade for the class: 

Class Participation / Attendance (10%)

Weekly Assignments (40%)

Topic Overview and Annotated Bibliography (30%)

· draft (10%)

· final version (20%)

Final Exam (20%)

