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This project explores the use of professional literacies.  I used a Visual CV. A visual CV is a customized portfolio of an individual’s qualifications.   CV means Curriculum Vitae, which is Latin, and means “story of your life” basically.  It provides employers more insight into my abilities than with a traditional resume.  The visual CV allows me to incorporate class projects, writing samples, images, professor recommendations and more to show my skills.  In today’s society it is more and more important to stand out with your qualities, passion and skills.
For my CV, I included a sample work of the PSA my group created with an abstract about it.  I also included a writing sample of a PSA I analyzed with an abstract.  The other thing I included that is very unique, is a small “about me” PowerPoint.  It is very short and basic, but it offers a little insight into my life.  I also include a reference, and a letter that was wrote about me for a nomination for “Outstanding Student Employee.”  Unlike a traditional resume, a Visual CV allows employers to see a range of your qualifications, rather than just read about it off a piece of paper.  You can use your Visual CV to post on job sites and network with companies on Facebook, Google, VisualCV.com and/or virtually anywhere on the web. 

This particular form of resume is becoming more and more popular.  Global, National, or even Local job advertisements may receive hundreds of applicants; the first 20-30 seconds an employer views your CV is imperative to grab his/her attention and keep it.  Here is where organization becomes crucial.  Too much information is overbearing; the information needs to be straight forward and basic.  For example, first is my “about me” PowerPoint which is voluntary to look at, then my one sentence objective, next my work history with bullet points of my duties, then my education with a few bullet points under them of awards or achievements, and finally related work with a few straight forward bullet points of experience.  Once the basics are sought, then the option to explore my writing samples is off to the side for reference.  Also there is a link to my English blog.  All the extra options add to the overall effectiveness of my resume which can be extremely appealing to future employers and provide me with the extra edge for a job!
