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As a child I struggled with reading and writing.  I just was not good at it.  In class I would get so nervous if, God forbid, I was called on to read out loud.  I was placed in a special reading program, which failed miserably.  My teachers struggled with how to reach out to me, and ultimately, gave up.  That’s when my mom took it upon herself to do anything she had to do to help me.  She introduced me to poetry.  Poetry is a form of literacy that allows for various forms of language and genres and incorporates an array of elements.  When I was in first grade my mom introduced me to a book called, “The Lovables, in the Kingdom of Self-Esteem” by Diane Loomans.  This was ironic because, I had a low self-esteem when it came to my literacy abilities.  My mom let me know how much I was loved, every second of the day, but I still suffered from low self-esteem when it came to literacy.  This book was special because it was all poems about building up your confidence and enhancing your literacy development: I am lovable, I am courageous, I am capable, I love to learn, I love to play and have fun, I love others as they are, I am gentle and strong, I am kind, I am special and unique, I am proud to be me, I am beautiful, I am polite, I am cooperative (Loomans).  This book, not only inspired my literacy development, it gave me the self-esteem that I was able to be a strong and literate person. After hearing, for my first years of schooling, that I wasn’t very literate from teachers and even my peers who would mock and ridicule my lack of literacy, poetry significantly influenced my literacy development as a child and continues to today.

Poetry became an outlet for me that allowed me to enhance my literacy development.  Poetry scares many students, especially if they have not been introduced to it prior to high school and college.  Many teachers do not use poetry as a teaching method much anymore.  So, as college students, when we hear poetry we think Edgar Allen Poe and sinister poems that we will never understand, or want to for that matter.  However, as a child I enjoyed listening to the rhyming and repetitious words of poetry. I took pleasure in the word play of poems; it built my phonological knowledge because it enhanced my vocabulary and pronunciation skills with sounding-out syllables.  Also, when the same poems and rhymes were repeated often, I remembered words and phrases and was able to recite them.  Poems gave cues that helped me read and understand words that I was not familiar with yet, for example, poems have words with the same ending sounds and beginning sounds.  As a struggling reader, poems were easier to tackle than books because they were shorter, had plenty of white space on the page, usually included one phrase per line, and commonly used easy vocabulary.  Once I could read a poem successfully, I was motivated to read more and eventually move on to stories and longer texts.

In 5th grade, I started 4-H.  I took poetry projects.  I ended up winning quite a few contests, and even got a poem published by Young Poets of America.  Recently, I went through some of my old work.  I wrote poems, on everything, from colors, to food, to my brothers and sister.  Through my work, I saw just what an impact I found in this form of literacy, here is the first verse of the poem that got published, that displays my literacy development, because it shows how I used poetry:
When I see the flag,
Flying in the sky
Up so very high,

I think of all the freedom we have,

Like the freedom to voice

Our own choice.
While writing was important, I also read poetry a lot!  I read Shel Silverstein books like it was job.  He wrote books like, Falling up, Where the Sidewalk Ends, and A Light in the Attic.  In high school, I left my poetry career behind for school books that took up any extra time I had for reading.  I do not write and rarely read poetry today, but it had a very influential part on my literacy development because it adhered to my learning abilities.  Just like some people are more visual learners in math, poetry provided a way for me to learn how to read, write and comprehend.  Poems are short and sweet and to the point, but they are organized in deliberate ways that appealed to me, like the use of rhyming, metaphors, analogies, onomatopoeia and alliteration.  The impact poetry had on my literacy development would continue to influence my life as I went on to new endeavors.  
After, high school, for the next two years of my life I worked as a head-start teacher at a daycare in Tiffin, while pursuing my associates degree in Communication of Arts.  Working as a head-start teacher allowed me to teach literacy by teaching kids how to sound out and understand words and letters and explore new literacy’s. I saw firsthand how some kids struggled with their literacy development.  I explored other ways to aid in their development, to make reading not something children dread.  I did use poetry, because children have such short attention spans, and also if it was repetitive or rhymed, they could pick up on the words and phrases. If children do not like reading or they think that reading is boring, their negative attitudes toward reading will hinder their reading improvement.  I read a lot of Dr. Seuss books, and what I found was that it expanded the kid’s vocabulary, when they used new words and phrases.  It was easier for them.  I think teachers should re-introduce the art of poetry to enhance literacy development.
Today, I am a very literate person, and continue my literacy development.  What my mother introduced to me as a child opened the doors to where I am today, a senior in college.  I use literacy in every aspect of my life from texting on my cell phone, to writing papers, studying and doing everyday things like cooking dinner.  I just thought I was mentally slow, and not capable of reading and writing proficiently. Poetry changed that for me, and allowed me to explore all my capabilities, writing of which is one of my strongest abilities.  In the future I will continue to use poetry as an outlet for literacy development for my own children one day.  Among being one of the most important abilities of a human being, literacy is also the most rewarding thing to be able to read, write and communicate.  I use literacy everyday at school, work, driving, cooking, communicating and nearly every other aspect of my life.  We view those who are unable to communicate as incompetent in our society and merely inhuman.  Just as slaves were deprived the right to learn how to read, it made so they were not able to thrive in our society, it was not that they were incapable of learning, it was that if they knew how to read they would have had to been treated as a real human beings.
Poetry significantly influenced my literacy development as a child and continues to today.  From the book “The Lovables: in the Kingdom of Self-Esteem” by Diane Loomans in 1977:
“…

Learning something new each day

Brings me joy along my way.

I’ll bet that someone bright as you

Will love to learn your whole life through.”
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