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My literacy narrative is about the significance that poetry and my mother had on my literacy development, further it explores how I use that literacy today as a student and when I was a Head-Start teacher.  The main criticism of this essay was the use of detail.  Often times, I can sit down and write a research paper and have no issues; when it comes to narrative however, I struggle with this aspect. To discuss my revisions I will detail what I did, why I did this, and how it strengthened my paper.

The first thing I did with my revision is focus on smoother transitions between ideas and paragraphs.  To do this, I focused on first and last sentences of paragraphs, and actually deleted a paragraph from my original paper that was irrelevant to the topic.  The second thing I did, and probably the most important is add specific events, people, places, etc. and their significance.  For example, when I said I had low self-esteem when it came to literacy, I explained why this was, when it was and who exactly influenced me or did not influence me.  I also further explained how an exert of my poem shows my use of this literacy.  The last issue that I addressed in my revision is redefining my audience.  I did this by correcting pronouns appropriately and having a consistent consideration of who I was writing for by explaining details.  For example, I explained who exactly influenced my low self-esteem and their actions.

My revision of smoother transitions allows my reader to understand the progression of my ideas and events.  My paper now progresses from elementary school, to fifth grade, to after high school, to today.  My use or more detail and specific detail, allows my reader to comprehend and appreciate my narrative.  For example, I describe why as a child I was fascinated by poetry because of the simple organization, further, why poetry appealed to me, because of the use of rhyming, metaphors, etc.  Lastly, by redefining my audience, there is consistent and appropriate tone that allows my audience to follow along.  

These revisions greatly strengthened my paper.  Smoother transitions and progression of my ideas enhance the organization of my paper, which is important so the audience can avoid confusion.  More detail and specific examples helps my reader understand and connect my thoughts.  Full understanding and consideration of my audience was imperative.   By redefining my audience there is consistent thoughtfulness of them which will keep the audience involved interested with my writing.

Considering what I did, why I did this, and how it strengthened my paper, my revision is successful in creating and overall more effective paper.  The revision allowed me to see my strengthens and weaknesses, and while I knew I struggled with detail, the revision permitted me to explore new ways to address this problem, by asking myself questions like who and why.  Strengthening my organization, adding more detail, and addressing my audience more, definitely improved the value my paper.

