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American Indian Cultural Regions – Grade Five
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Post-Assessment:
Have students complete the Post-Assessment Chart, Attachment C, to examine two American Indian cultural regions and compare how the peoples in these regions used available resources and adapted to their environments.

Scoring Guidelines: 

Use the rubric provided on Attachment D, Post-Assessment Rubric. 
Instructional Procedures:
Day One
1. Conduct the pre-assessment.

2. Show students a physical map of the world. Review what they already know about the map - continents, oceans, etc. Ask students if they think the world has always looked like this and have them explain why or why not. Ask students what they think the world looked like thousands of years ago. What might have been different? What could have changed the way it looked? Help students think about the effects of earthquakes, volcanoes, glaciers or other geological processes with which students are familiar.

3. Have students think about what the earth might look like if it were winter all the time. Explain that there was a time in earth’s history when it was winter all year round, the Ice Age (40,000 to 10,000 B.C.). Ask students what happens to water when it is very cold. What would happen to the oceans if it was always cold? Explain that the formation of glaciers and the freezing of the oceans lowered the sea levels and allowed a 12-mile “land bridge” to be exposed across the Bering Strait. Point out this area on the world map. 

4. Assign students to read about the migration of people into North America, either in student textbooks or from another resource.

5. Distribute blank world maps to students. Instruct students to draw the possible paths of migration they read about onto their blank maps. Have them include titles and keys on their maps.

Day Two
6. Provides students with a physical map of North America. Have students identify approximately where they live on the map. Ask them to describe the environment where they live. Is it mountainous and rocky? A desert? Forest or woodlands? 

7. Ask them to imagine trying to survive in this environment without any modern technologies. What resources might be available? What would you use for shelter? What animals or plants could serve as a source of food?

8. Have students identify another location on the map that has a different environment than the one just discussed. What is this environment like? What resources might be available there to help people survive? 

9. Challenge students to infer or guess how early American Indians might have used the available resources to survive. What might they have eaten? What materials might they have used to build shelter? What types of clothing might they have worn? How might these needs have been met in different environments? In the mountains? In the desert? 

10. Explain that as groups of people migrated into North America and settled in different regions, they developed different ways of life. Ask students to think about why they developed different ways of life. Help students understand that different regions provided different resources, leading to the development of different ways of life.

11. Divide the class into nine heterogeneous groups. Explain that each group will research and report on a different American Indian cultural region. Assign each group to research one American Indian cultural region. See Attachment B for suggested regions. 

12. Instruct students to focus their research on the following points (you may want to post these on the board or chart paper):

· Which Indian nations settled in this region?

· What is the environment like in this region?

· What resources did the people in this region use to meet their daily needs including food, shelter, clothing and tools? 

· How did the people in this region interact with their environment?

13. Provide varied resources for student research, including nonfiction books, Internet access, artifacts and pictures of artifacts.

14. Encourage students to draw conclusions connecting the clothing, tools, housing and other ways of life to the resources available in that region, showing an understanding of human interaction with the environment. For example, the Tlingit made cedar plank houses because red cedar was abundant in the Northwest. Similarly, the Seminoles of the Southeast made palm leaf chickees to provide protection from the swampy land in this region.

Day Three
15. Instruct students to create posters to share their information with the class. Encourage them to include color illustrations and maps in their work.

16. Have student groups present their information to the class. As each student group presents its information, have a recorder write the keywords (types of homes, transportation, food, etc.) on a classroom chart similar to Attachment A, What Do I Know About American Indian Cultural Regions? After each presentation, add information that students may have missed. 

Day Four
17. Conduct the post-assessment using Attachments C and D.

Differentiated Instructional Support: 

Instruction is differentiated according to learner needs, to help all learners either meet the intent of the specified indicator(s) or, if the indicator is already met, to advance beyond the specified indicator(s).

· Have students work independently, in pairs or heterogeneous groups.

· Provide students with an outline or graphic organizer to help with their research.

· Provide a list of keywords for students to use as they search for information using the Internet.

· Allow student to present information in a variety of modes such as a three-dimensional display or mock interviews.

· Challenge students to gather information about two American Indian cultural regions and create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two regions. 

Extension:
· Have students investigate the importance of different foods in American Indian diets such as corn and buffalo. Plan to have students sample some traditional foods from different regions.

· Instruct students to research and compare art created in the different American Indian cultural regions.

· Provide students with the opportunity to view videos depicting daily life in the different American Indian cultural regions.

· Encourage students to read children’s literature about the American Indian cultural regions. If possible, plan a time for students to read American Indian stories to younger children.

Homework Options and Home Connections:
· Have students prepare ethnic foods from the various American Indian cultural regions. Share these in class as part of the student presentations.

· Have students share literature books from various American Indian cultures with their parents and families. Encourage parents to compare and contrast the different cultures with their children.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
English Language Arts 

· Acquisition of Vocabulary 

Benchmark F: Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.
Indicator 8: Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features, such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.

· Research

Benchmark A: Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information.

Indicator 1: Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

Benchmark C: Organize information in a systemic way.
Indicator 3: Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).

Benchmark E: Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.
Indicator 6: Use a variety  of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.

· Communication

Benchmark C: Vary language choice and use effective presentation techniques, including voice modulation and enunciation.

Indicator 5: Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language and select language appropriate to purpose and audience.

Indicator 6: Use clear diction, pitch, tempo and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.

The Arts: Visual Art

· Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts
Benchmark A: Compare and contrast the distinctive characteristics of art forms from various cultural, historical and social contexts.

Indicator 2: Compare and contrast art forms from various regions and cultural traditions of North America.

Materials and Resources:
The inclusion of a specific resource in any lesson formulated by the Ohio Department of Education should not be interpreted as an endorsement of that particular resource, or any of its contents, by the Ohio Department of Education. The Ohio Department of Education does not endorse any particular resource.  The Web addresses listed are for a given site’s main page, therefore, it may be necessary to search within that site to find the specific information required for a given lesson. Please note that information published on the Internet changes over time, therefore the links provided may no longer contain the specific information related to a given lesson. Teachers are advised to preview all sites before using them with students. 

For the teacher:    Related artifacts or pictures of artifacts, chart paper, related children’s literature and nonfiction books, world map, North American map.

For the students:  Art supplies for creating posters, access to research materials, world map to draw on, North American map.

Vocabulary:
· land bridge

· migration

· Ice Age

· region

· culture

· environment

· interact/interaction

· climate

· plateau

· plains

· basin

· arctic

· artifact

Technology Connections:
· Have students create slide-show presentations about each American Indian cultural region. These can be shared with other classes.

· Encourage students to access museum Web sites as they complete their research. Images from these sites can be posted in the classroom during the lesson.

· Have students use a time line program to create a historic time line about an American Indian nation in their region.

· Encourage students to use a graphics program to organize ideas for their research projects.

Research Connections:
Marzano, R. et al. Classroom Instruction That Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement, Alexandria, VA.: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2001.

Cooperative-learning strategies have a powerful effect on student learning. This type of grouping includes the following elements:

· Positive interdependence;

· Face-to-face promotive interaction;

· Individual and group accountability;

· Interpersonal and small-group skills;

· Group processing.

General Tips:
· Before beginning this lesson, gather literature, nonfiction resources, artifacts and pictures of artifacts to facilitate student research. Resources can be gathered from the school library, public libraries, historical societies, the Internet and American Indian organizations.  

· Keep students focused by suggesting strategies to organize their information. 

· This lesson can be adjusted to focus on one American Indian cultural region at a time. Student groups can be assigned to research different aspects such as food, clothing, shelter or art of the same cultural region. This would allow more in-depth research and may be expanded to include creating a model artifact. The post-assessment can be adjusted to have students compare the studied American Indian cultural region with modern Americans living in the same environment. As a class progresses through its study of North America, this lesson could be revisited to add information on subsequent American Indian cultural regions.

Attachments:
Attachment A, What Do I Know About American Indian Cultural Regions?
Attachment B, Suggested Answers for American Indian Cultural Regions
Attachment C, Post-Assessment Chart
Attachment D, Post-Assessment Rubric
Attachment A

What Do I Know About American Indian Cultural Regions?
Name: 








Directions: Write each word from the Word Bank in the correct box based on the cultural region and category it goes with. Some words may be used more than once. Add any other words you can think of that remind you of each cultural region. See if you can make a list of six words related to each cultural region.

	
	Geographic Features
	Indian Nations
	Shelter
	Foods
	Transportation
	Cultural Products and Features

	Arctic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sub-Arctic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pacific Northwest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Plateau
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Basin
	
	
	
	
	
	

	California
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plains
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Desert Southwest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Southeastern Woodlands
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northeastern Woodlands
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Word Bank

	chickees
	totem poles
	toboggans
	plank house
	cone-shaped dwellings

	Paiute
	buffalo hide
	Hopi
	Death Valley
	sand painting

	wigwam
	grass houses
	Cree
	Blackfeet
	cypress canoes

	longhouses
	Iroquois
	powwow
	buffalo chips
	redwood canoes

	caribou
	Seminole
	Nez Perce
	adobe
	clamshell necklaces

	igloos
	whaling
	Aleut
	Inuit
	evergreen forests

	Shoshone
	acorn meal
	Pueblo
	deerskin
	wickerwork cradleboards

	Ojibwa
	pottery
	kayaks
	bison
	underground houses

	Cherokee
	river fishing
	teepees
	Tlginit
	salmon fishing


Attachment B

Suggested Answers for American Indian Cultural Regions
	
	Geographic Features 
	Indian Nations
	Shelter
	Foods
	Transportation
	Cultural Products and Features

	Arctic
	Arctic Ocean

Aleutian Islands

permafrost

tundra
	Aleut

Inuit


	igloos

pit houses
	whaling

fishing spears

sea mammals
	kayaks

spiked boots

sleds

mukluks

dogs
	snow goggles

snow knives

carved ivory

	Sub-Arctic
	tundra

pine forests

Yukon River


	Cree

Chipewyan

Ojibwa


	cone-shaped tents

lean-tos
	caribou

pemmican

large game
	toboggans

snowshoes

birch bark canoes
	copper tools

	Pacific Northwest
	Cascade Mtns. Range

evergreen forests
	Kwakiutl

Tlingit

Chinook


	plank house


	salmon fishing

whaling


	dugout canoes
	potlatch

totem poles

wood-workers



	Great Plateau
	Columbia plateau

Columbia River
	Nez Perce

Yakama

Spokane
	underground houses/pit houses
	river fishing

hunting
	foot

horses
	baskets

basket hats

	Great Basin
	Great Salt Lake

Death Valley

Mojave Desert
	Paiute

Shoshone

Ute
	cone-shaped dwellings


	“diggers” (dug for food)

small game
	bulrush floats


	baskets

	California
	Sierra Nevada Mtns.

Sacramento River


	Pomo 

Southern Shoshone

“Mission Indians”
	grass houses

lean-tos

pit houses


	acorn meal

wild plants
	redwood  canoes

plank boats
	clamshell necklaces

wickerwork cradleboards

woven baskets

	Plains
	grass prairies

Badlands

Blackhills


	Sioux

Blackfeet

Comanche


	buffalo hide

teepees


	jerky

pemmican

bison

buffalo chips (for fuel)
	travois

horses
	powwow

feathered headdress

quillwork

	Desert Southwest
	Rio Grande

arid desert
	Pueblo

Hopi

Apache


	cliff dwellers

kiva

adobe

pueblos

wickiups

hogans
	piñon

cactus


	foot

horses
	“Basket Makers” kachina

pottery

clay pots

baskets

sand painting

	Southeastern Woodlands
	Everglades

Gulf of Mexico

Appalachian Mtns.
	Seminole

Creek

Cherokee


	wattle and daub homes

chickees


	maize

beans

squash

sunflowers
	cypress canoes


	sweet grass baskets



	Northeastern Woodlands
	Great Lakes

Atlantic Coast
	Algonquin

Iroquois

Mohawk
	longhouses

wigwam


	three sisters

deer

fish
	birch bark canoes
	moccasins

wampum

deerskin


* This list represents just some of the terms associated with each American Indian Cultural Region. This is not a comprehensive list and can be added to as students complete their research. These terms were selected to represent human interaction with the environment. Explain to students that some terms may fit within more than one region, because many cultures shared similar ways of life.
Attachment C

Post-Assessment Chart

Name: 






Directions: Identify two American Indian cultural regions and complete the chart comparing how they interacted with the environment. Answer the written question using full sentences.
	A. American Indian Cultural Region
	
	

	B. Indian nations in this region
	
	

	C. Describe the environment in this region
	
	

	D. Describe two examples of how the people in this region interacted with their environment
	1.

2.


	1.

2.




E. Explain why the people in these two regions interacted with the environment in different ways.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Attachment D

Post-Assessment Rubric

Name: ________________________________________
	
	3

Strong

Understanding
	2

Satisfactory Understanding
	1

Little or No Understanding

	Name Indian nations that settled in these regions.
	Accurately names more than one nation that settled in both of the regions.

	Accurately names one nation that settled in both of the cultural regions.
	Accurately names one nation in either of the regions.

	Describe what the environment is like in these regions.

	Accurately describes the environment in both regions.
	Accurately describes the environment in one of the regions.
	Attempts a description, but is unclear.

	Describe two examples of how the people in both regions interacted with their environment.

	Accurately describes two examples for both regions. 
	Accurately describes one example for both regions. 
	Attempts a description, but is unclear.

	Explain why the people in these two regions interacted with the environment in different ways.

	Provides a clear, detailed explanation that includes information about both regions.
	Provides an adequate explanation, but with few details. 
	Attempts an explanation, but is unclear.


Score:                          /12 

Comments:

Ohio Standards Connection:





History





Benchmark B 


Describe the cultural patterns that are evident in North America today as a result of exploration, colonization and conflict.





Indicator 2 


Explain how American Indians settled the continent and why different nations of Indians interacted with their environment in different ways.





People in Societies





Benchmark A 


Compare practices and products of North American cultural groups.





Indicator 1 


Compare the cultural practices and products of diverse groups in North America including:


Artistic expressions;


Religion;


Language;


Food;


Clothing;


Shelter.





Social Studies Skills and Methods





Benchmark B 


Use a variety of sources to organize information and draw inferences.





Indicator 6 


Draw inferences from relevant information.








Lesson Summary:   


Students will research and compare American Indian cultural regions of North America to investigate how these nations of Indians interacted with their environment in different ways. This lesson begins with a chart organizing students’ prior knowledge. Students will then work in cooperative-learning groups to conduct research on the different cultural regions and report their findings to the class. The post-assessment challenges students to examine two American Indian cultural regions and compare how each interacted with the environment in different ways.





Estimated Duration: Three hours








Commentary:  


This lesson focuses on American Indian interaction with the environment. It is structured to divide the research of all the cultural regions between cooperative-learning groups, but can be adjusted to the study of a single cultural region. One reviewer commented that this lesson is “appropriate and challenging for the low-ability student and provides challenging opportunities for the high-ability students.” For a more in-depth study of American Indian culture, this lesson can be combined with People in Societies, indicator two. 








Pre-Assessment:


Have students complete Attachment A, What Do I Know About American Indian Cultural Regions? Instruct students to organize the words provided into the cultural regions on the chart. Instruct them to add other terms that they already know related to the regions listed. 





Scoring Guidelines:


Use the Suggested Answers, Attachment B, to gauge the level of students’ prior knowledge and to differentiate and guide instruction. The suggested answers are provided as a guideline and are not comprehensive; accurate and logical student answers should be accepted. Some students will need to review the concept of cultural regions. Others will demonstrate enough knowledge about cultural regions to follow the lesson as written. Still others will demonstrate a strong understanding of American Indian cultural regions and should be assigned activities to extend their learning. 














PAGE  
1

[image: image2.png][image: image3.wmf]_1132467315.bin

