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Literacy Narrative

Many people go through life not really paying close attention to literacy, its importance, and how literacy has shaped their lives. I am included in that group of people who underestimates the value of literacy. Until recently, I thought being literate was knowing how to read and write, therefore, literacy was the act of reading and writing. But I have come to realize that literacy is much more than the two. Literacy also involves understanding language and being able to read it, write it, and listen to it. There are so many ways of using literacy through books, phones, magazines, newspapers, essays, and many more including the literacy of using technology. Many of these I never would have thought were literacies, especially technology, but by the definitions of literacy, they all are.

Literacy plays a major role in everyday life in so many ways that we don’t even think of. For example, most of us text numerous times a day, as well as using the computer and internet, and are not aware that it is a literacy. But aside from literacy for fun, literacy helps us in life. For a lot of professions, literacy has helped employees get to where they are. Many professional jobs require that one has to be educated in certain areas in order to be hired. Such as a telemarketer or customer service representative, who has to be able to use a computer well. Or, a newspaper editor or journalists, who have to be able to read, write, understand, and produce information. Without having the knowledge of these literacies, many people would not be where they are today and have the jobs that they do.

Personally, I have realized that literacy has affected me as well, although I am still in college. Literacy has helped me get the past and current jobs that I have had, in which I needed certain skills that came from being literate. But most importantly, literacy helped me get into college. By completing required assignments and learning how to read and write from kindergarten through high school, I was able to get good grades, and get accepted to college. This will help me even more with graduating, and going into the career field that I desire, because I will continue to progress in my use of literacies. But, in this ongoing process of using literacy, there were two major events in my life that have had a major impact on a specific literacy that I obtain. 

Reading is a literacy that I have known how to do since I was little, and learned how to do in elementary school. But there was one event that made me read a lot more often on my own, and made me like reading, which was the Scholastic Book Fair. The book fair came to my elementary school every year, from grades kindergarten through fourth. Before the book fair came, they would advertise by putting up posters of the different books they were going to have at the book fair, as well as giving us a catalog of all the books. I remember always looking through the catalog and circling the books I wanted, which were usually Clifford the Big Red Dog, and when I got older, The Babysitters Club. The books fair promoted reading amongst children, and let us buy whatever books we wanted, because they were all appropriate for our age. This was always an exciting time for me, because I always looked forward to these book fairs, and after the book fairs, I would rush home and begin to read the books I bought.

The book fair influenced me a lot in the literacy act of reading. The book fair provided a various amount of different genres of books, in which I was able to find the kinds I like. The way the book fair was set up got me interested in reading because they had books based of us children’s television shows that I enjoyed. Although I had learned to read in my classes, the book fair got me more interested in reading because I saw how many books were out in the world, and was allowed to pick which books I wanted.  When it came to sponsor’s of influencing my literacy through the book fair, there were a few. First, was my elementary school, because they allowed for the book fair to come to our school and get us involved in reading. I think this showed that our school system and teachers wanted us t be active in reading. Another sponsor was my mom. My mom was the person who gave me money to buy the books that I liked, as well as approved those books. My mom played as a sponsor because she contributed to me having books, and helping me read those books. Lastly, the most obvious sponsors were the people who ran and helped work the book fair. Without them, I would have never had the opportunity to explore and be introduced to the various types of books that there are. So, in other words, without all of these people, I would not have had the passion to read at such a young age as I did.



Although I began to like to read because of the book fair, there became a point in my life in which I started to lose my interest in reading. This happened when I got into high school, and I was forced to read certain books for different classes. A lot of my high school classes required that I read novels as a part of my grade. This turned me off from reading because almost every book that I had to read was boring, and did not keep my attention. The books also became longer and longer, which made it hard for me to try to finish. I also did not like the idea of having to read when I did not want to. With that combination of a boring book, and not wanting to read it, I lost all interest in reading. This event also made me lose my interest in reading books outside of school because I began to not have time to read outside books because I became too busy since I was reading books for school. Being told to read boring books in high school influenced me greatly in my literacy act of reading, and had a completely opposite effect on me than the book fairs did. 


Just like the book fair had sponsors that helped contribute to my literacy act f reading, so did the event of reading high school novels. I think the most obvious sponsors in this situation are the teachers of the classes in which I had to read the novels for. These teachers picked out the books that I had to read for class, and therefore they are a part of the reason why I stopped enjoying the act of reading. Also the other sponsors in this situation are the authors of the books that I had to read. Although it may sound mean, I think it is the authors’ fault for me losing interest in reading because they wrote boring books. Their writings may have been interesting in their opinion, and may for others, but not for me. Therefore, the teachers who assigned the books, and the authors of the books, were sponsors in contributing to reversing the effect that the Scholastic Book Fair had on me with reading. 

In conclusion, of all the different literacies, the literacy act that I use the most, and that has had the biggest impact on my life is reading. I have had many situations in which I have dealt with reading, but two impacted my life the most. The Scholastic Book Fair which came to my elementary school introduced me to reading for fun because of the wonderful books that had. My mom, my school, and the people associated with the book fair, all helped in my passion for reading. But a few years later, after the book fairs, I entered high school, in which I didn’t feel the same way about reading as I did when the book fairs came. Teachers assigned books that I did not like, and I had to read them for a grade. This act of me losing interest in reading for fun was sponsored by my teachers and boring authors. It is astounding to look back and see how much these two events, that I never thought much of, have had such an impact on my life as well as how I feel about literacies through reading.
