Resume Reflection

        While completion of an assignment seems the utmost important thing, a revision on that assignment can be just as helpful. It means that one is able to see their project in a new light and make those changes that would make the project even better. A resume in itself is a living document, with updates being made to more accurately reflect recent occurrences in one's professional life. Thus, I chose to revise my resume. 

        In this revision, I changed several things. I added more information to my education area to more accurately reflect how certified I am to be an effective teacher. I added my Praxis scores because this demonstrates my mastery of the basic knowledge every teacher must have to be able to teach well. I also edited my experiences section to weed out the irrelevant experiences I have had. I may have had many experiences and different types of jobs, but this does not mean that they are all relevant to my desire to be a teacher. An example of is this my removal of being a seasonal sales associate at a retail clothing store. While I admittedly learned many things, it is not clearly related to my desired profession and thus is not necessary in my resume. I also consolidated the sections labeled "Honors" and "Campus Activities." I realized that my campus activities, which are primarily honors academic associations, would also fit under my "Honors" section and thus it is less for a potential employer to have to read. I also added more skills under my "Skills" section of my resume, adding more specific skills that will help me be a better teacher.

        I made these changes because I realized, perhaps a little too late, how important it is to make very specific choices in a resume. I could add in all sorts of information about myself on a resume; after all, the honors and skills I added are no the only honors or skills that I have. But when I fully understood what a resume is and how it is supposed to serve me, I realized that I needed to make those changes. The point of a resume is to have a document that is constantly changing to reflect the aspects of myself which are most relevant to the job for which I am applying. I revised my resume not for the extra points I could receive for the project but rather so I will have a document ready for me to send out when I go apply for a job after I graduate.

        Simply put, the changes strengthened my resume because it made it better. My revisions made my resume more clearly a resume of a potential teacher instead of the resume of a college student. I made my resume more concise and more accurate while also honing the parts where I could most likely impress my employer. My revisions made my resume more effective because the revisions made it more employer-friendly. A superintendent of a school system probably does not care that I was once a sales associate, but he or she would care what I scored on my Praxis. 

        I feel much more confident in the resume I posted to my portfolio. It more accurately reflects who I am as a pre-service teacher and shows my dedication to creating a resume that will more likely earn me a job as a teacher.
