Jilian Stefango

Reflection 

In this assignment, my objective was to create a resume and cover letter specifically tailored for a job posting I had found. I tried to take my education, limited experience, skills, and awards to establish how I am well suited for the position of a high school English teacher at Woodstock North High School in Woodstock, Illinois. I removed some of my previous work experience (such as working in a retail environment) and I added more skills that would be beneficial in a school setting. I placed more emphasis on the things that were specifically outlined in the job posting, such as my degree, my school standing, and my interest in working in a diverse environment. I updated my objective to reflect my desire to work with diverse students and I updated my education section as well. Upon further review, I also added more information about my licensure and certification as a teacher, as these schools value accountable teachers. 


What was so important about the editing and revising process is that I was not attempting to cater the job to fit my needs. I was applying for a job wherein I needed to cater my specific education and skills to fit the job they needed to be filled. It seems that this is one of the biggest problems people encounter; they put in all possible information about themselves and the people who glance at the resume are inundated with useless information. Thus, I removed the unnecessary information and highlighted the relevant information to reflect my desire to obtain the job. For example, in removing my previous work experience, my resume reflects my dedication to my teaching career. I put all of my time and effort into becoming a more effective, qualified teacher. Additionally, in emphasizing the skills I possess that would be most beneficial in a classroom, I am letting the superintendent of Woodstock Schools know that I have all of the skills and abilities to properly and effectively teach their students. In emphasizing my degree, I am stressing how basely qualified I am for this job. When I made the decision to include information about my teaching certification and licensure, I made a resume that shows how I am perfectly suited to teach in a school where qualified teachers are valued.  

The most important thing I learned from this assignment is that resumes are often the only chance I have to make an impression on someone. In one or two pages, I am supposed to show the potential employer that I am perfectly suited for this position. Four years of academic experience and personal growth are supposed to be condensed into a page. Thus, I learned that only the most important and relevant information ought to be included. It should be shown consistently and in a professional manner. Most importantly, however, it should reflect the job for which I am applying. As I am going to be applying to be a teacher, I do not need to include information about the time I was a seasonal sales associate at a retail company. I do, however, need to include information about my field experience, teaching experience, and even tutoring experience. In doing so, I am allowing the employer to learn everything that makes me the best candidate for the position. 
