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Options 1 & 2 Focus
1.  For my final project I am going to focus on ​my lesson plan literacy because: it will help me a great deal in my future and fully realizing what an impact it will have will better help me create any future lesson plans. 
2. This is a literacy because: 

I feel that lesson planning is a literacy because it requires specific knowledge and works for a specific field. It requires one to think critically and apply that thought process into a document that has a specific layout and purpose. It benefits me in other areas, as well, which I believe is an important aspect to any type of literacy. 
3. Explain how you use/practice/demonstrate this literacy right now in your life (in other words, what role does the literacy in question one play in your life)?

Right now, I am using lesson planning as a preparation for my future. I practice creating these documents for a number of classes and become increasingly comfortable with my ability to create one. Additionally, it is helping me think of lessons that I would like to teach as part of my career. This literacy is not merely an assignment I have to complete for a grade in a class; it has a vested interest in my future as well. 
4. Explain how this literacy might be used by others in their personal lives.  Explain how this literacy might be used by others in their professional lives.

All other pre-service teachers are in the same situation as I am. They are using lesson plans and the creation of lesson plans to further establish themselves in the field of education and to help discover if this is the path that they want to take for a future profession. It is slightly more difficult to distinguish the benefits from the personal and professional lives for this type of document which is so firmly embedded in the professional aspect. I do believe, however, that lesson planning can help broaden a person’s creativity when thinking of lessons and can help one decide if teaching is right for them. 
The benefits of lesson plans for a teacher’s professional lives are obvious. Lesson planning is so important, especially to the first-year teacher. Planning for classes, planning ahead, planning for every possible situation in the classroom, and planning what actions the teacher will take are absolutely integral for a teacher to function effectively and efficiently in the classroom. The actual time that a teacher gets to teach is so limited due to a number of distractions in the classroom that the teaching time becomes absolutely precious. With an effective lesson plan, a teacher can use his or her time wisely to ensure that the students receive all of the knowledge and information that they need. Apart from this, some schools actually mandate that a teacher turn in his or her lesson plans for the week or month. Some schools do not require this but some do; if a teacher did not know how to create one, this would detract even more time away from classroom teaching and the teacher would also reflect poorly in the eyes of the administration. 
5. How do you see yourself using this literacy professionally?  What need does this literacy meet that others cannot?  In other words, what will this literacy do that others do not?

I will use this literacy nearly every day. I will need to plan for every class and know what state standards, benchmarks, and indicators I am achieving. Putting all of my planning into documents that I can hold and compare will better show me how I am performing as a teacher and, later, if my students are performing as well as I had hoped. This literacy meets the need I have, as a teacher, of feeling prepared. If I do not feel prepared, I will not function as well. I will flounder and probably drown under the weight of everything I have to accomplish, especially in my first few years. There is no better way to combat this than to plan and thus create lesson plans. This is the only literacy that will truly help me feel well prepared for each of my classes. The knowledge that I have a plan to fall back on in case things are not going well in my class is immensely comforting. 
6. How do you plan to demonstrate your literacy?

I will demonstrate my literacy by going through the multiple lesson plans I have created over my three years in the education program and choosing the lesson plan that best reflects my knowledge and ability to create one. I will probably choose one that I have created more recently, as I feel my understanding of lesson plans have developed a great deal this year. My lesson plans used to be rather short; some were one or two pages. Now that I know what is fully required of me, and knowing that a person unfamiliar with my class should be able to take my lesson plan and teach my class moderately well, I realize that lesson plans should be somewhat longer. So I will probably choose the lesson plan I created for my microteaching in my EDTL 370 (General Methods for Teaching in a Secondary School) class. 
7. What questions do you have about this project?

I don’t feel that I have any questions about this project yet. I may have some as I get to working on it in a more in-depth manner. 
8.  Create a chronological list of the steps you will need to take to complete this project.  Then, set a time-line of when each step will be completed.  This will be a tentative contract between you and me to assure you’re making progress on this project.

4/17—create proposal 

4/20—choose lesson plan and begin drafting my reflection

4/22—peer workshop

4/24—add in any new ideas from the peer workshops and polish my reflection

4/27—final project due today

