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In choosing a literacy for this project, I wanted to pick one that varied from the other literacies I had previously explored in this class. As I had to focus on a specific literacy that would help me in the future, I knew I had to choose a literacy specific to teaching. I had trouble coming up with an idea until someone suggested lesson plans. At first I neglected this, thinking it was not a literacy at all. Upon further review, however, I realized that it certainly was a literacy and even more so, it is a literacy that will help me immensely in the coming years. Thus, the literacy I chose to demonstrate for this final project is my lesson plan literacy. 


This literacy is unique because of how very specific it is. While a lesson plan may seem like a simple document to create, I learned through my many education courses at BGSU that it is not. A lesson plan has a very specific template; while these templates may vary from field to field, the lesson plan format for an English teacher is very specific. Regardless, all lesson plans for high school courses have the same content: the teacher’s name, the grade and number of students, the title of the lesson, the date the lesson is being taught, the state standard, the objective, the materials, the procedure, the assessment, and any alternative possibilities for students with special situations. While this may seem simple enough, it takes a certain finesse to craft a lesson that meets a state standard and ensures that the student can reach the objective by the end of it. Additionally, the procedure portion of a lesson plan needs to be very specific and detailed. In fact, it is often said that a substitute for that day ought to be able to pick up a teacher’s lesson plan and be able to teach that lesson effectively. A lesson plan is also a literacy because of the specific audience to which it caters. A lesson plan is written by a teacher for the students. The teacher utilizes a special set of skills in writing a lesson plan to create a document that will benefit the students while also meeting the state standards for education. 


I currently use lesson plans for a plethora of reasons. I create them in classes where the objective is to create engaging lesson, which stimulates the student’s mind, while teaching something where previous teachers took a less interesting approach, such as grammar. I also create lesson plans for microteaching sessions, such as the lesson plan I used to demonstrate my literacy. For my EDTL 370 General Teaching Methods for Secondary Schools course, we do microteaching rounds in which each part of a lesson (set induction, teaching concepts, and closure) is broken down into 10-minute chunks where each person teaches half of the class and is evaluated by a seasoned teacher. For this, we had to create a lesson plan. I feel that this lesson plan most accurately reflects my mastery of this type of literacy because I was very effective in using it in my microteaching sessions and I was proud of how well it turned out to be. It is a very specific, detailed plan that fully demonstrates my understanding of how to create a lesson plan.  


Lesson plans will help me in innumerable ways as a future teacher. Even before this, lesson plans will help me in my Methods block and Student Teaching. Every education professor and every teacher I have spoken to has stressed the importance of planning for a teacher. Because a high school classroom is a place where anything can happen unexpectedly, a more prepared teacher will be better equipped to deal with such things. It is often said that a teacher usually only has about 12 minutes of teaching time per 40 minute class period; thus, a teacher must be able to utilize that time in the most effective manner possible. If something comes up during my lesson that I did not expect, I can simply look back to my lesson and pick up exactly where I was interrupted. In addition to this, lesson plans can help fulfill professional requirements I may have. Many schools require teachers to turn in lesson plans every week to ensure that the teacher is on the right track to fulfilling state standards. In this way, I am preparing myself to be a more accountable teacher who will be seen as responsible in the eyes of my administrators. Most importantly, however, lesson plans help teachers be more effective for the students. Often, education can be seen as a business or even as an ego-boost for teachers whereas it should only be focused on how much the student is learning. When I make a good, solid lesson plan, I am ensuring that I have done my part to prepare to be the best possible teacher I can be for my students. 


Because of the specificity of a lesson plan, the necessary steps it requires, the specialized knowledge it needs, and the numerous professional benefits, a lesson plan is a literacy. In considering this, I fully realized how important this literacy is for me as a pre-service teacher and for me as a future teacher as well. The benefits are many, for me as a professional and also for my students. Knowing how this is a literacy and fully appreciating all that it can do will undoubtedly help me become a more effective teacher. 

