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A woman’s place
18 in the House ...
and the Senate

Oh yes, I am wise

But it’s wisdom born of pain

Yes, I've paid the price

But look how much I gained

— from the Helen Reddy song,
“I Am Woman” (1972)

It’s human nature to glorify the
past while conveniently forgetting
about the unpleasant and even
embarrassing parts.

History can
sometimes fall by
the wayside, partic-
ularly when times
have changed and
difficulties of yes-
teryear are no lon-
ger as severe.

For example,

our country was JACK
almost 150 years PALMER

old before women
won the right to
vote. It was not until 1920 that
American females voted in a presi-
dential election.

Women not voting is hard to
imagine now.

It's also hard to imagine a time
when “a women’s place is in the
house.”

Or a time when girls were
denied 831.131 access to participate
in interscholastic sports.

Nowadays women are “at the
table” in nearly every way, making
up half the work force and earn-
ing nearly 60 percent of all college
diplomas and master’s degrees.

This is something everyone
should celebrate, including men.
And what better time than March,
designated by Congress in 1981 as
Women'’s History Month?

Some people have the wrong
impression about setting aside an
entire month to commemorate the
vital role of women in our nation’s
history.

You know what I'm talkin,
about. The rolling eyes, the shak-
ing heads, the little jokes about
feminist women with short hair
who never wear a dress.

There’s nothing wrong with
feminism.

It doesn’t mean anti-feminine.

Women can be strong and con-
fident leaders and still look gor-
geous. Growing up here in rural
northwest Ohio, I can think of
several examples, including my
grandmother and mother.

One person who came to mind
the other day was Jane Bohlmann,
a former teacher who in 1969
became the first woman elected to
Defiance City Council.

“It has long been said that we
need the woman’s point of view
in operating our city, and per-
haps this is the time to begin,”
Bohlmann said in response to a C-
N candidate profile. “My private
conviction is that any government
must be the servant of the people.”

Bohlmann paved the way for
several more strong female coun-
cil members over the past four
decades (although currently there
are no women on council).

One of them, Rita Kissner,
served two terms as mayor.

Similarly, there are now more
female executives, doctors, truck
drivers-and welders.

Our military has female machine
gunners and tank command-
ers who are competent and take
incredible pride in serving the
country. The Navy’s first female
admiral, Alene Duerk, is a

Defiance native. e

Besides celebrating how far
women have come, March should
be a time to recognize how far our
society needs to go before a wom-
an’s value is determined solely by
her ability and character.

While the overall national unem-
ployment rate dropped to 8.9 per-
cent in February, single mothers
saw their unemployment rate rise
to 13.0 percent from 12.7 percent
in January. Hispanic girls under
the age of 18 are among the fast-
est-growing demographic in this
couniry, but economic and cultural
barriers continue to limit many of
them from reaching their full aca-
demic potential.

It is disappointing to think that
the hopes and dreams of many of
today’s women could be dashed
by drastic cuts to public services
currently being debated around
the country, cuts that could also
destroy hundreds of thousands of
jobs and stifle economic growth.

Here in our area, women remain
woefully underrepresented on the
boards of directors of corporations
and banks.

In many churches, women run
schools, clothes closets and other
social justice ministries but are
prohibited from preaching or serv-
ing as deacons and elders.

Four decades from now, maybe
those things will be forgotten, too.
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