Danielle Comparette
Personal Narrative Revision Reflection

Before I got to college I never was required by my teachers to revise my work. Once it was done and graded, I never had to think about my paper again. Frankly, I was glad that my teachers did not expect me to revise anything. I edited a lot, but I never really understood the point of ripping a polished paper apart. Now, in my junior year of college, I finally understand the purpose of revision. Revision does not have to mean totally tearing apart your paper and starting over, although revision can be done this way. Revision can simply mean to re-see your work and try and make it better in some way. I chose to revise my personal narrative because it was my favorite project that I completed all semester. Although I did not receive a low grade on the paper, I wanted to revise the paper and try and receive an even higher grade. I put a lot of work into the project and I felt that it could be improved even more. After completing my revisions I feel that the changes I made resulted in a stronger paper, and I am happy with the end result.


I wrote this paper at the beginning of the semester and I have not looked at it since I got my grade back. Re-reading it through the first time in a long time proved to be beneficial to me in the revising process. I realized that some of my paragraphs and descriptions left the reader with questions. As I revised I tried to correct a lot of the details I had left ambiguous before. When I write a story about myself it is sometimes hard for me to know how much detail is enough. I obviously know what I am trying to describe because I was there, it can be easy for me to forget that my reader is relying solely on my description of the event. 

Other small details that I fixed in my paper the second time around were the grammar errors that were present. No matter how good of a paper I think I have written if there are one or two spelling or grammar errors, this can leave the reader with a bad impression. I also worked to clear up my audience awareness problems. I have a bad habit of using words such as “you” and “us” and these words might confuse my reader. I ended up removing these words from my essay all together.

Although all of the changes that I made in my paper were relatively minor I feel that they helped my paper become even stronger. Even minor revisions can help a paper come across more clearly to a reader, and that was my ultimate goal when I wrote my paper. I had a great story to share with my audience and I wanted it to come across as clearly and effectively as possible. I feel that my revisions made this possible.
